[bookmark: _GoBack]Early Explorers Webquest 

Objective: Students will gain basic knowledge about well-known explorers by investigating the following website.
http://www.ducksters.com/biography/explorers/

Introduction: This lesson plan can be used in several different ways.

Option 1: Handout the webquest. Have students do the whole webquest.

Option 2: Have students work in groups, each student gets different explorers and they share their answers through a discussion with fellow students during the next class period.

Input and Activities: Give students at least one class period to complete the webquest and have a classroom discussion on the questions the next day. 

Closure: Connect the lesson to other parts of the Age of Exploration

The following people are included in this Explorer Webquest:

Explorers

Marco Polo
Zheng He
Christopher Columbus
Hernan Cortes
Vasco da Gama
Sir Francis Drake
Henry Hudson
Ferdinand Magellan
Francisco Pizarro
Captain James Cook



















Famous Early Explorers

Click on Marco Polo
1. Marco Polo

Occupation: ___________________________________________________________________

What year was this person born? _________________________________________________

What country or city-state was this person born in? __________________________________ 

What year did this person die? ___________________________________________________ 

Best known for: ________________________________________________________________

Places explored/conquered: ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

List two interesting facts about this person: _________________________________________




List two new fun facts about this person: ___________________________________________




Click on Zheng He 
 
2. Zheng He

Occupation: ___________________________________________________________________

What year was this person born? _________________________________________________

What country or city-state was this person born in? __________________________________ 

What year did this person die? ___________________________________________________ 

Best known for: ________________________________________________________________

Places explored/conquered: ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

List two interesting facts about this person: _________________________________________




List two new fun facts about this person: ___________________________________________





Click on Christopher Columbus
3. Christopher Columbus

Occupation: ___________________________________________________________________

What year was this person born? _________________________________________________

What country or city-state was this person born in? __________________________________ 

What year did this person die? ___________________________________________________ 

Best known for: ________________________________________________________________

Places explored/conquered: ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

List two interesting facts about this person: _________________________________________




List two new fun facts about this person: ___________________________________________




Click on Hernan Cortes
4. Hernan Cortes

Occupation: ___________________________________________________________________

What year was this person born? _________________________________________________

What country or city-state was this person born in? __________________________________ 

What year did this person die? ___________________________________________________ 

Best known for: ________________________________________________________________

Places explored/conquered: ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

List two interesting facts about this person: _________________________________________




List two new fun facts about this person: ___________________________________________




Click on Vasco da Gama
5. Vasco da Gama

Occupation: ___________________________________________________________________

What year was this person born? _________________________________________________

What country or city-state was this person born in? __________________________________ 

What year did this person die? ___________________________________________________ 

Best known for: ________________________________________________________________

Places explored/conquered: ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

List two interesting facts about this person: _________________________________________




List two new fun facts about this person: ___________________________________________





Click on Sir Francis Drake
6. Sir Francis Drake

Occupation: ___________________________________________________________________

What year was this person born? _________________________________________________

What country or city-state was this person born in? __________________________________ 

What year did this person die? ___________________________________________________ 

Best known for: ________________________________________________________________

Places explored/conquered: ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

List two interesting facts about this person: _________________________________________




List two new fun facts about this person: ___________________________________________




Click on Henry Hudson
7. Henry Hudson

Occupation: ___________________________________________________________________

What year was this person born? _________________________________________________

What country or city-state was this person born in? __________________________________ 

What year did this person die? ___________________________________________________ 

Best known for: ________________________________________________________________

Places explored/conquered: ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

List two interesting facts about this person: _________________________________________




List two new fun facts about this person: ___________________________________________




Click on Ferdinand Magellan
8. Ferdinand Magellan

Occupation: ___________________________________________________________________

What year was this person born? _________________________________________________

What country or city-state was this person born in? __________________________________ 

What year did this person die? ___________________________________________________ 

Best known for: ________________________________________________________________

Places explored/conquered: ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

List two interesting facts about this person: _________________________________________




List two new fun facts about this person: ___________________________________________




Click on Francisco Pizarro
9. Francisco Pizarro

Occupation: ___________________________________________________________________

What year was this person born? _________________________________________________

What country or city-state was this person born in? __________________________________ 

What year did this person die? ___________________________________________________ 

Best known for: ________________________________________________________________

Places explored/conquered: ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

List two interesting facts about this person: _________________________________________




List two new fun facts about this person: ___________________________________________




Click on Captain James Cook
10. James Cook

Occupation: ___________________________________________________________________

What year was this person born? _________________________________________________

What country or city-state was this person born in? __________________________________ 

What year did this person die? ___________________________________________________ 

Best known for: ________________________________________________________________

Places explored/conquered: ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

List two interesting facts about this person: _________________________________________




List two new fun facts about this person: ___________________________________________





